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What is Bit Depth

Essentially bit depth is the cameras ability to render graduations smoothly. And the
higher the bit depth the smoother your graduations are. Many cameras are around
8 — 12. Some Nikon models for examples allow you to preselect the bit depth. The
effect is expressed in low light, night, skies, blacks, subtly of tones and continuous
tones etc. It will become apparent upon enlargements or when you output to print. It
often expresses itself visually as banding of tones. It important you match the bit
depth of the image, your image in post and to the output of your printer to ensure
best results. The greater the enlargement the more obvious this can become.

Do you know what the bit depth is of your camera?
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